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Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and Research (DU)

REGULATIONS FOR
THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF SCIENCE (D.Sc.)

In exercise of the powers conferred by Rule 12.1 (iv) B (a) of Memorandum of Association &

Rules and clause 21 of Bye-laws of Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and

Research (Deemed to be University), Porur, Chennai-600116, the Academic Council of the

Deemed University hereby makes the following Regulations:

These revised regulations shall be called the “Regulations for the Degree of Doctor of

Science (D.Sc.) of Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and Research (Deemed to

be University),” and they shall come into force from the year 2018. These Regulations are

subject to such modifications as may be approved by the Academic Council from time to

time.

1.

ELIGIBILITY

1.1 A candidate who has qualified for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) of this
Deemed University or from any other recognized Deemed University, in any one of the
faculties approved by the Board of Management and who has subsequently carried out
post-doctoral research work for a minimum period of 5 years in departments of the
Deemed University or in an Institution recognized and approved for research leading to
the award of Ph.D. Degree, may present himself/herself for the Degree of Doctor of

Science (D.Sc.), the highest degree of this University.

1.2 A candidate who has qualified with Higher speciality degree DM/ M.Ch. or
MD/MS/DNB/MDS from this University or from any other recognized University, in any
one of the faculties approved by the Board of Management and who has subsequently
(after obtaining DM/M.Ch. or MD/MS/DNB/MDS) carried research work for a minimum
period of 5 years in departments of the University or in an Institution recognized and
approved for research leading to the award of Ph.D./ DM/M.Ch. or MD/MS/DNB/MDS
Degree, may present himself/herself for the Degree of Doctor of Science (D.Sc.), the

highest degree of this University.

1.3 Such a candidate who is a full-time teacher or research scholar working in
Departments of this Deemed University or from an institution/university approved by
UGC/AIU alone is eligible to apply and submit his/her thesis for the award of Degree of

Doctor of Science (D.Sc.).
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2. APPLICATION FOR CANDIDACY TO D.Sc. DEGREE

2.1 A candidate seeking candidacy for the award of Doctor of Science (D.Sc.) Degree

shall request for application form in writing/or by email to the Academic Officer.
The duly completed form will be submitted along with the following:-

i. Synopsis of the proposed D.Sc. thesis
ii. List of publications arising out of research done after Ph.D./ DM/ M.Ch./
MD/MS/DNB/MDS Degree.

iii. Registration fee by Demand Draft
2.2 Applications for candidacy will be received twice in a year.

Session - | from 1t to 315July

Session - I from 1%t to 31st January

3. D.Sc. APPLICATION SCREENING COMMITTEE

3.1 The Vice-Chancellor/ Dean (Research)/ shall appoint a D.Sc. application Screening
Committee consisting of Dean (Research) as Chair and experts in the speciality
concerned and such other professionals in the field of research of the D.Sc. thesis, as
may be deemed necessary. This committee shall after scrutiny shall recommend or not
recommend registration of candidate for D.Sc. Degree. Their recommendation will be

forwarded to Vice-Chancellor for approval.

3.2 The committee will also record reasons for not recommending a particular
application. An applicant can submit a modified application in the next admission session
if he/she so desires based on the comments of the screening committee. Candidates
whose application are recommended by the D.Sc. Application Screening Committee and
approved by the Vice-Chancellor alone can go ahead and prepare the D.Sc. thesis for

submission as per the guidelines given in clauses 5 and 6.

Application fee is non refundable and cannot be carried over for a subsequent session.
4. APPROVAL OF REGISTRATION AS CANDIDATE FOR D.Sc. DEGREE

4.1 Candidates for D.Sc. will be registered in either of the two sessions.

a) Session-1 1%t October - applications received from 15tto 31t July , or

b) Session-Il 15t April - applications received from 15t to 31t January
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5. SUBJECT OF THESIS

5.1 The candidate shall state in his/her application the faculty/discipline on which he/she
bases his/her qualification of the Ph.D. / DM/ M.Ch./ MD/MS/DNB/MDS. The subject of
the thesis shall be one which relates to the branch of knowledge chosen for the Ph.D.
DM/ M.Ch./ MD/MS/DNB/MDS Degree.

5.2 The Thesis submitted by the candidate for consideration for the award of the degree
of Doctor of Science (D.Sc.) shall be substantially related to research work done after
obtaining his/her Ph.D./ DM/ M.Ch./ MD/MS/DNB/MDS Degree.

5.3 The thesis submitted for the Ph.D. Degree or any other equivalent previous degree,
shall not form part of the D.Sc. thesis. If the thesis submitted for D.Sc. is related to the
thesis of Ph.D. or any other equivalent previous research degree, the findings shall be

confined only to the review of literature in the D.Sc. thesis.

5.4 The proposed D.Sc. thesis shall essentially be a compendium of related publications
of the post-doctoral/ Ph.D./ DM/ M.Ch./ MD/MS/DNB/MDS research of the candidate on
the main theme chosen for the D.Sc. thesis on the basis of at least a minimum of
15 publications in indexed (Scopus, Web of Science, PubMed) journals or in UGC
approved journals published after the award of the Ph.D./ DM/ M.Ch./ MD/MS/DNB/MDS
Degree to the candidate. The candidate should be first or corresponding author in all
these publications. The D.Sc. Thesis must be on one main theme, no candidate can
submit a series of unconnected papers as a thesis. A series of published research
papers can be submitted provided they form one connected theme with analytical
chapter(s) to show as to how these publications are interconnected leading to new
knowledge or additional knowledge to the chosen area of research which led to
advancement of scientific knowledge and resulted in valuable contributions to the
concerned branch of science. Additional papers can be submitted in support of the main
thesis only on an undertaking that the candidate indicates in the preface the main work,

or memoir, or thesis upon which he/she bases his/her application for the D.Sc. Degree.
6. SUBMISSION OF D.Sc. THESIS

6.1 The D.Sc. thesis must be submitted not earlier than 3 months and not later than 6

months from the date of registration.

6.2 He/she shall submit with his/her application, five hard copies and one soft copy of
thesis and one soft copy of synopsis along with prescribed fee for submission of D.Sc.

thesis.
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6.3. Format of Thesis

The thesis shall be submitted in the format given below.

o Title page

o Certification from the Head of the Department/ constituent college/ institution

e Declaration

e Preface

e Literature review

e Compilation of Postdoctoral/ Ph.D./ DM/ M.Ch./ MD/MS/DNB/MDS research as
reprints of publication with a narrative write up justifying the connectivity and
continuity of research output through the publications.

e Analytical discussion to demonstrate the research contribution leading to new
knowledge and/or additional knowledge to the chosen area.

¢ Additional publications if any, with explanatory note on indicating its relevant to the
thesis

e Summary and conclusion

e Bibliography

6.4 Declaration

The thesis shall be accompanied by a declaration signed by the candidate that it has
been composed by himself/herself independently and that the thesis has not previously
formed the basis for the award of any degree such as Master's degree or Ph.D. Degree,

Diploma, Associateship, Fellowship or other similar title.
6.5 Certification

The candidate shall obtain and include next to the declaration, a certificate from the
Head of the University Department/ Constituent college/ Approved Institution certifying
that the candidate has carried out the work of post-doctoral research independently and
that he/she is a full-time Faculty Member/Researcher in that University

Department/Constituent college/Institution.
6.6 Preface

The candidate shall indicate generally in a preface to his/her thesis, the sources from
which his/her hypothesis of research is based on and the extent to which he/she has
availed of the work of others, he/she shall review the current status of knowledge

available in his/her chosen area of research on which the thesis has been built upon.
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7. ACCEPTANCE OF THESIS FOR EVALUATION

7.1 Upon receipt of the application and thesis, the Controller of Examinations shall, in the
first instance, arrange to refer the thesis to the Board of Research Studies to make

suitable recommendations as to its acceptability for valuation.

7.2 The candidate shall make a presentation of his/her work as D.Sc. candidate to Board
of Research Studies. The Chairman Board of Research Studies may co-opt such other
member or members, who are specialists/experts in the subject of the thesis, as deemed
fit for this purpose. Thereafter the Board of Research Studies shall make its
recommendations as to the suitability or otherwise of the thesis for processing for

evaluation based on its assessment as to its originality, etc.

7.3 When the thesis is not accepted for valuation, the thesis will be returned to the
candidate and the D.Sc. thesis submission fee paid by him/her will be refunded (after

deducting a processing fee of Rs.10,000/-).
8. EXAMINERS

8.1 If the thesis is recommended to be accepted for valuation, the Chairman of the
Board of Research Studies will submit a panel of names of 12 experts in the experts in
the field of research chosen by the candidate for the D.Sc. thesis for consideration. This
panel shall include four experts from outside India, four experts from Northern/West/East
India and four experts from South India for appointment as examiners for evaluating the

thesis, to the Controller of Examinations by name in a cover marked “confidential”.

8.2 If the panel of 12 names of external examiners suggested by the Board of Research
Studies is found to be inadequate, the Vice-Chancellor shall be at liberty to obtain
additional names of experts, in consultation with experts of his/her choice, in the

concerned field.
9. VALUATION OF THESIS

9.1 The Thesis shall be referred by the Vice-Chancellor for valuation to a Board of
Examiners consisting of three persons (one from South India, one from rest of India and

one outside India) from the panel submitted by the Board of Research Studies.

9.2 The Board of Examiners who value the Thesis shall report on the merit of the
candidate for the D.Sc. Degree as “Commended” “Highly commended” or “Not
commended”. If two of the three examiners do not commend the thesis, the thesis shall

stand rejected. If two of the three examiners commend the thesis and one examiner
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10.

11.

does not commend the thesis, the Vice-Chancellor may refer the same to a fourth
examiner for his valuation. The fourth examiner shall be from the same category of
examiner, who rejected the thesis (i.e., examiner from Southern state/Northern state/
rest of India/ abroad). If the fourth examiner commend the thesis, the candidate will be
declared qualified for the award of the D.Sc. Degree. If the fourth examiner also does not

commend the thesis, the candidate will be declared not qualified for the degree.

9.3 Provided that one of the two Indian examiners will be appointed as Convener of the
Board of Examiners for adjudication of D.Sc. thesis, who will, on receipt of the individual
reports from all the examiners forwarded by the Controller of Examinations prepare the
consolidated report of the Board and forward it to the Controller of Examinations for
placing before the Vice-Chancellor through Dean (Research). The reports of the Board
of Examiners appointed by the Deemed University shall be placed before the
Board of Management for declaring the candidate to be qualified/not qualified for

the award of D.Sc. Degree.

9.4 A candidate who has been declared qualified, shall be awarded the Degree of
Doctor of Science (D.Sc.) of Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and

Research (Deemed to be University).
RE-SUBMISSION OF THESIS

10.1 A candidate shall not be permitted to submit thesis for the award of D.Sc. Degree

on more than two occasions.

10.2 A candidate whose thesis has not been commended in the first instance may be
permitted to re-submit the Thesis a second time after a period of one year and after
inclusion of additional publications on the subject, following the procedure prescribed
under Regulation 6 supra. Ordinarily the re-submitted thesis will be referred to the same

Board of Examiners which valued the thesis on earlier occasion.
SAVING CLAUSE

For anything not specifically covered by the above Regulations and questions arising out
of these regulations, the same shall be referred to the Board of Research Studies, whose

decision shall be final.

*kk
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FEE STRUCTURE FOR D.Sc. PROGRAM

Fee
SI. No. Particulars
(in Rs.)
1. Application and D.Sc. Registration 50,000/-
2. D.Sc. Thesis Submission 1,50,000/-
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